Los Anacles Times M ETRO Editorial Pages

Thursday, July 25, 1985 CCt/Part 11

FILM: Skid Row Movie
Maker Has Hit the Skids

Continued from Page 1 health, building and safety, zoning

me. Any personal problems I've
had have more than been out-
weighed by the rewards of worlkding
cn this film, scmething socially
reievant”

Glaser said he is determined to
finish the documentary because “it
will inspire people. It will lend a
human touch to these (homeless)
people, It will show that a lot of
them aren't that much different
frem you and me.”

During the filming, he gpent
several nights at Justiceville and
t-ained some of the homeless resi-
dents o assst him on the movie.

“At might [ would give a talk on
one technical aspect or ancther,”
he said. "'Pecople like J.D." and *T"
and 'Black Robert'—a lot of them
are just known by their nick-
names—served as grips and elec-
inoans and lighting assistants. It
gave therm a real feeling of pride.”

The movie, Glaser said, will be
more than just a collection of
interviews “like you see on the
evenng news.”

It will show the pecple relating
to one another, working, singing,
laughing,” he said. “It will show

how different eolors, creeds and

genders came together. You know,
one of the big problems of the
homeless is the isolation—sleeping
on Wtie street alone.”

Glaser also is trying to acquire
the rights to two songs, “Lonesome
Road Blues™ by Bill Broonzy and
“Too Many People” by Finis Tasby,
for the documentary.

Justiceville, which housed about -

&0 people, was dismantled and
bulldozed by the city on May 10
after the county Department of
Health Services charged that thers
were numerous violations of

and fire codes. Some residents
charged that there was drug activi-
ty as well.

“It's true there were health and
other violations,” Glaser said. “But
wherever You have people living
cutside oo the streets, there are
going to be health violations. "

I Glaser can get his cameras
back, he and partner Gerard Speno
also want to film a video entitled
“Street People,” with the proceeds
going to the homeless.

“At the Live Aid concert, Bob
Dylan said it would be nice if some
of the money stayed here to heip
the pecple in America, and that's
what we're trying to do,” said
(Glaser, adding that he plans to
make his documentary “a continu-
ous fund-raiser for the homeless.”

Plans {or a third project—a con-
cert Lo raise funds for the sireet
people—will be unveiled by Glaser
and Justiceville organizer Ted
Hayes this morning at a press
conference at the site of the former
Tent City on the corner of Spring
and 1st strests,

“1 just hope pecole aren’t burned
out on causes,” Glaser said.



